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Wolf Resigns as Head of JPS 


Justice Stern Becomes Acting President 


At its meeting on November 1, the 
Board of Trustees of the Jewish Pub- 
lication Society accepted with reluc- 
tance the resignation of Edwin Wolf, 
2nd, as President, a post he had held 
a 1954. Justice Horace Stern, 


rmer Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania, accepted the 
presidency on a temporary basis. 


Mr. Wolf stepped down as a result 
of his election as President of the 
Philadelphia Federation of Jewish 
Agencies. The by-laws of that body 
forbid its President to head an insti- 
tution to which it gives support, and 
the JPS is a beneficiary of the Phila- 
delphia Federation, as well as of some 
90 other community funds. 


During Mr. Wolf’s administration, 
the Society established a fund for the 
furtherance of the Bible translation, 
initiated its paperback venture and 





List for 1960 
The new list of JPS books for 1960— 


11 volumes, including history, soci- 
ology, biography and religion, dealing 
with subjects separated by great spans 
of time and distance—is discussed in 
this issue of the Bookmark, on pages 
4 and 5. 











Mr. Wolf Justice Stern 
embarked on the publication of the 
Covenant Books. Membership and 
book sales increased, and community 
service was broadened. Mr. Wolf will 
continue on the Board of the JPS as 
a Vice-President, in which office his 
wide experience in scholarship and 
research, which led to his authorship, 
jointly with Maxwell Whiteman, of 
THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF PHILA- 
DELPHIA, his love of books and his 
loyalty to the Jewish heritage will be 
at the service of the Society. 

Justice Stern, who has been a Vice- 
President of the JPS for 48 years, 
recently retired from the Pennsyl- 
vania Supreme Court bench. He is 
chairman of the Board of Governors 
of Dropsie College and a trustee of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 














Mrs. Evelyn Margolis 

She was de- 
lightful company. 
This sums up the 
attitude of all who 
worked with the 
late Mrs. Evelyn 
Margolis during 
the many years of 


service which she 
ys gave to a variety 
of causes, Jewish 


Mrs. Margolis and general, local 
and national. 

Her contacts with the JPS go back 
to 1907, when she came to Phila- 
delphia as the wife of the late Max 
L. Margolis, Professor of Bible at 
the newly-founded Dropsie College, 
who was soon to begin his work on 
the translation of the Bible which 
the JPS published in 1917. Thereafter 
the JPS and the Margolis family never 
lost touch. Even after she was wid- 
owed, in 1932, Evelyn Margolis con- 
tinued her active interest. An avid 
reader, with good literary judgment, 
she never refused a request to read 
and evaluate a manuscript for the 
Society. In 1955 she was elected to 
membership on the Board of Trustees. 

We mourn the loss of a co-worker. 
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JPS Paperbacks Spur 


Hard Edition Sales 


In common with the _ publishing 
world in general, the Jewish Public; 
tion Society has found that the ®@ 
ance of popular titles in paperbac 
editions, rather than diminishing sales 
of hard-bound books, has served to 
broaden each author’s reading public. 

Since the JPS paperback series was 
begun in 1958, some 60,000 copies 
of these inexpensive Jewish classics 
have been distributed. The sales of 
hard-bound editions of the same books 
have been unaffected. 

It is for this reason that Cecil 
Roth’s widely popular HISTORY OF THE 
MARRANOS, out of print for several 
years, is now re-published in both 
hard and soft covers (see illustration 
on opposite page). Similarly, three fa- 
vored Society publications—one in 
history, one in philosophy and one in 
letters—which continue to enjoy 
tive sales in hard-bound editions, hd 
now available in paper as well, an 
are expected to make new readers 
for their authors. The three are illus- 
trated below, in both their paper and 
more durable hard-cover versions. 





Shown in both their familiar hardcover 
editions, and in new paperback versions, 
are three lasting JPS favorites: the Mar- 
golis and Marx classic one-volume His- 
tory of the Jewish People, Abraham J. 


Heschel’s seminal God in Search of Man, 
and the life of Isaac Loeb Peretz 
which Maurice Samuel called Prince of 
the Ghetto. The price of the latter two, 
in paper, is $1.45, while the first is $1.95. 
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Cecil Roth’s celebrated book on the 
Marranos—the “hidden Jews” of Spain 
—has been out of print for a good many 
years. In response to many requests, the 
Society has reprinted it both in hard 
covers, for any of our members who 
want to put the book on their shelves, 
and in paperback for mass distribution 
to the trade by Meridian Books. The list 

ice for the hardcover book is $4.50; 

e paperback sells for $1.45 in the 
United States and $1.60 in Canada. 





Report on Cultural Needs 
To Appear in Next Issue 
During the past year a committee 
under the auspices of the Council of 
Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds 
has been investigating the status and 
the needs of our cultural institutions. 
A report was submitted to the Gen- 
cral Assembly of the CJFWF which 
met in November. A brief article by 
Sidney Z. Vincent of the Cleveland 
Federation, who acted as _ secretary 
for the advisory committee, on the 
work of the committee and on its 
report’s acceptance by the Council 





@"* due in March. 


will be published in the next Book- 
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Committee Reports Progress 
In New Bible Translation 


At its meeting on November 1, the 
Publication Committee and Board of 
Trustees heard Dr. Harry M. Orlin- 
sky’s progress report for the commit- 
tee working on the new translation of 
the Bible. Three of the five books of 
the Pentateuch have been completed; 
the committee is now in the midst of 
its work on the book of Numbers. 
There is reason to hope for the com- 
pletion of the committee’s translation 
of the entire Pentateuch by the end 
of 1960, so that the Society hopes to 
arrange for the publication of the 
Pentateuch in 1961. 
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Some time after the middle of Decem- 

ber, those of our members who ordered 
it will receive Cecil Roth’s new volume, 
The Jews in the Renaissance. Dr. Roth’s 
work fills a great many gaps in our 
information about the life of the Jews 
during that very interesting period, to- 
ward the end of the fifteenth century 
and the better part of the sixteenth. 
It will be a handsome volume, amply 
illustrated, and easy to read. The list 
price is $5.00. 








Our List for 1960 


Has the JPS “gone modern?” Has 
it begun to concentrate on America? 
Has it gone in for biography? 

These questions, asked from time 
to time both in condemnation and 
commendation, can justifiably be 
raised in connection with our 1960 
list. Consider the statistics: Of our 
11 titles, six deal with subjects that 
can be classified as modern (that is 
to say, since the 18th century)— 
among them are five biographies and 
five titles dealing with topics and 
characters derived from the American 
Jewish experience. 


Index to Baron Series 


Let us turn our attention first to 
those titles which do not fall into 
the above categories. There is one 
book which must be considered in a 
class by itself. It is an index volume 
to the first eight volumes (all thus 
far published) of Baron’s A SOocIAL 
AND RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 
Those of our members who have ac- 
quired the set must be fully aware 
how helpful the index volume will be 
in tracing a line of development or 
in locating a name or date. The vol- 
ume will also contain a number of 
helpful chronological tables. Publica- 
tion of this index volume does not 
mean that the work has reached its 
end; Professor Baron will have sev- 
eral other volumes ready soon. 


American Jewish Year Book 


In a sense our YEAR Book is also 
a “tool volume,” like an index. Prop- 
erly used, the YEAR Book helps one 
find his way among the facts, people, 
events and processes which he en- 
counters in his daily life as a Jew. 
It makes possible the reading of news, 
so to speak, in depth, with an under- 
standing of background. It enables 
a person to locate Jewish institutions 
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and public figures and serves a thou- 
sand different purposes, if properly 
used. This issue will again be under 
the editorship of Morris Fine and 
Milton Himmelfarb. 


Jews of Rome 


In discussing the volumes of 
straight reading matter, we begin 
with two which are not modern, nor 
American, nor biographical. First, 
we have a new history of the Jews 
in Rome, by Dr. Harry J. Leon, Pro- 
fessor of Classical Languages at the 
University of Texas. The title of the 
book, THE JEWS OF ROME, does not 
sound especially new; the JPS itself 
has published a volume on Rome (by 
Ludwig Vogelstein, in our Cities 
Series) and another on the Jews of 
Italy (by Cecil Roth). Nonetheless, 
the forthcoming volume will be start- 
lingly new in approach and in content. 

Dr. Leon made a new study of the 
Jewish catacombs of Rome, and these 
tombstone symbols and inscriptions 
serve as the material for an analysis 
of every aspect of Jewish life in 
Rome—social, economic, cultural and 
religious—down to the emergence of 
Christianity. The last part of the 
volume offers the student the de- 
scriptions themselves and thus opens 
up a new source for the study of an 
important ancient diaspora. 


Rabbinic Anthology 


The second volume in the same 
general category is A  RABBINIC 
ANTHOLOGY, by Claude G. Montefiore 
and Herbert Loewe. This book marks 
an exception for the JPS in another 
sense: it is an old book, originally 
published in 1938, and the JPS has 
always hesitated to republish books 
that have already seen the light. This 
book, however, is a reader in rab- 
binics; its excerpts are judiciously 
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The list of Society publications for 1960, discussed on these pages, was selected by 
the Board of Trustees and Publication Committee, meeting jointly in New York’s 
Jewish Museum on November 1. Members of the two bodies, who came from all 
parts of the couniry, included: (top row) Jerome J. Shestack, Robert J. Block, 
Oskar K. Rabinowicz, Dr. Nahum N. Glatzer, Dr. Azriel Eisenberg, Dr. Eli Ginzberg, 
Dr. Osear I. Janowsky, Dr. Abraham A. Neuman, Ben D. Zevin, Dr. Harry M. 
Orlinsky, Harry Starr, Rev. Dr. Bernard J Bamberger, Maxwell Whiteman; (middle 
ow) Dr. Max Arzt, Judge Theodore Levin, Dr. Joseph Reider, Leo Guzik, David J. 
@:-. Sol Satinsky, Rev. Dr. Joseph H. Lookstein, Myer Feinstein, Harry W. 
aumgarten, Robert D. Abrahams, Marvin Lowenthal; (bottom row) Rev. Dr. 
Felix A. Levy, Lesser Zussman, Edwin Wolf, 2nd, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Dr. 


Solomon Grayzel, Dr. Jacob R. Marcus and Harry Schneiderman. 





chosen and well presented. It was felt 
that an exception is surely justified 
in making the volume available once 
more. 


The Prophet Nehemiah 


Of the four Covenant biographies, 
meant for teenagers, two are uni- 
versal and two are American. Frieda 
Clark Hyman, who some years ago 
wrote a Covenant book on Jeremiah, 
now presents Nehemiah, the restorer 
of the Jewish commonwealth in the 
days of Persia. What little one learns 
about Nehemiah from his brief auto- 
biography in the Bible is here sup- 
plemented by Mrs. Hyman’s study of 
the background of those days and 
her vivid imagination. 


Albert Einstein 


At our end of the long line of 
Jewish history another Jewish per- 


sonality made its mark: Albert Ein- 
stein has been the subject of a good 
many biographies in recent years. 
None, however, showed him as the 
product of Jewish attitudes and as a 
person concerned in the Jewish fate. 
William Wise, who wrote our Cove- 
nant Book on Myer Myers, succeeds 
admirably in presenting Einstein’s 
full personality. 


Two American Heroes 


The two other 1960 Covenant Books 
deal with American heroes. Lloyd 
Alexander, who wrote our thrilling 
Covenant story of Bondi, tells a 
moving story of Aaron Lopez, a 
fugitive from the Inquisition, an 
American patriot during the Revolu- 
tion, and a successful business man. 
Alfred Apsler, a new author in our 
midst, tells the adventurous story of 


(Continued on next page) 








ao 


The JPS Bookmark 





Our List for 1960 


(Continued from previous page) 


Louis Fleischner, who was among the 
founders of the Jewish community of 
the northwestern part of the United 
States, a region which he helped open 
up to American civilization. 


The Szolds of Baltimore 


Our adult list for 1960 also has two 
biographies. One is the story of a 
family rather than an_ individual. 
The year 1960 will mark the hun- 
dredth anniversary of the birth of 
Henrietta Szold. Most of us are ac- 
quainted with the latter part of her 
life—her connection with Hadassah, 
her work for Youth Aliyah, her lead- 
ership of the Yishub. But she was the 
product of any number of influences: 
from her sweet but rather demanding 
father to her devoted labors for the 
Jewish Publication Society. Alex- 
andra Lee Levin, the wife of one of 
Miss Szold’s nephews, managed to 
cull the interesting material from 
the family letters still preserved to 
this day. Through these letters, Mrs. 
Levin portrays the life of Rabbi and 
Mrs. Benjamin Szold of Baltimore 
and their daughters, especially Henri- 








1959 Volume Delayed 


We regret to announce that dif- 
ficulties of translation and other com- 
plications have forced a further de- 
lay in the publication of The Jews of 
Christian Spain. The work has been 
divided into two volumes, but even 
this step has not helped sufficiently 
to expedite matters. The first volume, 
therefore, will not appear until some 
time during the second quarter of 
1960. We ask our members who have 
selected this book to be patient and 
forgiving. 








cita. It is an exquisite picture of in® 
times and personalities. 


Life of Ahad Ha‘Am 


Among the most influential people 
in the early years of Zionism—and 
even to this day—was Asher Ginz- 
berg, who went by the pen-name of 
Ahad Ha‘Am. Leon Simon was, in his 
youth, among those profoundly at- 
tracted by Ahad Ha‘Am’s intellect 
and interpretation of Judaism. As 
long ago as 1919 Simon translated a 
number of Ahad Ha’Am’s essays, 
which were published by the JPS. 
This time Sir Leon gives us a full- 
length biography, including an inter- 
pretation of Ahad Ha‘Am’s work 
and an evaluation of his character 
and influence. It will prove an in- 
dispensable book for the understand- 
ing of Zionist theory and of signifi- 
cant movements within Judaism io 
this very day. 


The Jews of Buffalo 


There is only one straightforward 
historical study on our list for 1960: 
a history of the Jewish community 
of Buffalo, New York. Its authors, 
Selig Adler and Thomas E. Con- 
nolly, have imaginatively named the 
book FROM ARARAT TO SUBURBIA. We 
watch the community grow from a 
single Jewish resident to a family, to 
a teeming, many-faceted, active com- 
munity, with relations to the wider 
American culture developing side by 
side with its Jewish cultural in- 
terests. 

We offer these eleven titles to our 
members in the hope that they will 


approve of our choice. We plan to Pe i 


distribute these books as soon as we 
can, in the most attractive format 
possible. Will you, loyal member, re- 
turn the compliment by paying your 
annual dues promptly, by indicating 
clearly just what books you want 
sent to you, and by calling the ad- 
vantages of membership in the JPS 
to the attention of all your friends. 
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An Unusual Volume 


On An Unusual Man 


The JPS has of late made it a prac- 
@.:: to give its members an opportun- 
ity to obtain significant publications 
which they might otherwise overlook. 
Our offer now is THE LIFE AND 
OPINIONS OF MOosES HEss, by Sir 
Isaiah Berlin, published in London 
by the Jewish Historical Society of 
England. Both subject and author are 
exceptionally interesting. 

Moses Hess was a_ pre-Zionism 
Zionist. A full generation before 
Herzl appeared on the scene, Hess 
wrote his Rome and Jerusalem, a pro- 
found discussion of Jewish fate, ad- 
vancing the same solution of the 
Jewish problem in terms of Jewish 
self-determination as was later to be 
advanced by Herzl. Moreover, Hess 
was also a forerunner of Karl Marx, 
Qvecsting socialism before Marx and 

ngels issued their Communist Mani- 
festo; Hess was even referred to as 
“the Communist Rabbi.” The signifi- 
cant difference was that, whereas 
Hess based his social views on the 
type of justice which he had absorbed 
from his Jewish studies, Marx and 
Engels talked in terms of force and 
revolution. 

This highly interesting character 
is discussed by a man who enjoys an 
exceptionally high reputation in the 


SPECIAL ORDER FORM 


The Jewish Publication Society of America 
222 North Fifteenth Street 
Philadelphia, 2, Pa. 


Gentlemen: 
Please send me 


{_] Check is enclosed. 





__________copies of The Life and Opinions of Moses Hess, 
by Sir Isaiah Berlin, at $1.50 per copy (postage included). 


B7] Please bill me. 
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The Life and Opinions 


MOSES HESS 


by 
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intellectual world. Isaiah Berlin, born 
in Riga and brought up in England, 
is a lecturer in philosophy at Oxford. 
His books have won him wide recog- 
nition and appreciation. His little 
book on Karl Marx is in its way a 
classic. This discussion (in 50 pages) 
of Moses Hess is not only informa- 
tive and authoritative but makes ex- 
cellent reading. 

The book is bound in paper over 
boards. The JPS will distribute it to 
members at $1.50, including postage. 
A coupon appears below for your con- 
venience in ordering one or more 
copies. 


ae ttt eee 





JPS Bibles in Three New Bindings 


In response to widespread demand on the 
part of the membership and others in the 
Jewish community, the JPS Bible will 
now be available in three new styles of 
binding. Heretofore bound in_ black 
leather covers and in special bindings for 


bridal, pulpit and ceremonial uses, i 
Bible will now be offered in maroon and 
blue leather, and in a special small-size 
zipper-closing traveler’s edition, bound 
in black leather. All are boxed, for gift 
purposes. 
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